Forms of Gratitude (Thankfulness) — Acts 2:46-47; 28:10

Today we are going to close our series on Important Lessons from the Book of Acts, and
at the same time [ am going introduce a short series of messages that will carry us through the
Thanksgiving season. Over the next three weeks, we are going to look at what Scripture teaches
us about GRATITUDE. Since Scripture teaches a great deal on this topic, we are going to focus
on three key forms of thankfulness, beginning with the role that community plays in sparking
gratitude in our hearts.

It is no secret that God created each of us to be in relationship with others, to include
having a healthy relationship with Him. As a small community of Jesus followers, we are asked
to worship together, fellowship together, and support one another as we work to grow spiritually.
As we do these things, it is important for us to recognize the blessings God provides to us
through our relationships. We previously read about such an occurrence when we looked at the
original community Jesus followers in Acts chapter 2. Do you remember these words? Read
Acts 2:46-47. This community of believers found immense joy in their togetherness. So much
so, that their singular focus on Jesus led them to do some things daily. They attended church
together. They shared meals together. They prayed together. They witnessed the power of the
gospel in their own lives, but also in the lives of many of their loved ones, family, and friends.
Take note of what the Scripture teaches us here. Because of the community they were apart of,
they were filled with glad and generous hearts. These people were genuinely grateful for their
situation. Seems a bit odd for a Jew during this time. Most of them focused on the Roman
oppression, but this community of Jesus followers were more concerned with their new way of
living. Together, in community, with Jesus at the center. I love that we have that here at Mt
Freedom. For the most part anyway. We have our moments, but it is a joy to be a part of a
community of people who love Jesus and love each other.

You know, being grateful for what we have is awesome, but we should not keep such a
good thing to ourselves. We can learn another lesson from this group of believers. What we have,
what the Mt Freedom family has, can extend beyond our individual experiences to include our
friends, and loved ones as well. Whether it is during gatherings here at church or through our
simple day-to-day interactions, people will be attracted to genuine kindness and gratitude. Being
thankful together celebrates God’s goodness and strengthens community bonds. It also
encourages a spirit of unity and fosters an environment where our faith in Jesus Christ flourishes.
And God will honor this. Look at how He honored those in the first church. The Scripture says,
“the Lord added to their number day by day.” 1 hope you guys are as grateful as [ am for what
God has blessed us with here at Mt Freedom.

I want to take you to another place in Acts that stood out to me when I was thinking about
our topic of being grateful in community. As I read this story, it is going to seem odd at first, but
I think it will make sense once I explain it. Read Acts 28:1-10. Here we see Paul and his
companions had weathered a treacherous storm and were in dire need of food and a place to rest.



Arriving on this desolate island, one would expect a mere struggle for survival. Instead, they
encountered a group of native people, the Maltese. These people could have treated Paul and his
group harshly but instead, according to verse 10, they took care of their needs and sent them on
their way with extra. These strangers filled the void with their graciousness. When faced with
crises, we are often consumed by our own survival instincts and the pursuit of fulfilling our
needs. But God, used these strangers, these islanders to extend their hands rather than retract
them.

The phrase "They honored us greatly" speaks volumes about the reciprocal nature of human
kindness. Honoring someone elevates their dignity and worth in the eyes of others. The Maltese
didn’t just provide physical supplies; they recognized Paul's group as men deserving of respect
and reverence. Of course, the presence of the Holy Spirit had a little something to do with this,
but they viewed Paul, an imprisoned man, not as a prisoner or as a foreigner, but as a worthy
guest. From this, we learn that dignity and grace can be extended to those who may appear to be
least deserving by our standards. Again, I am extremely grateful to belong to a church family
where “strangers” are made welcome.

God uses our relationships to help transform lives. Sometimes, it is how we treat others
that works with the Holy Spirit. Each time we embrace those around us—especially those in
need—we echo the nature of Christ’s love. Paul, as a servant of Christ, understood his journey
was less about his circumstances and more about his testimony in Christ. As Christians, we carry
the weight of Christ’s honor in how we treat others. How often do we find ourselves too
preoccupied with our circumstances to notice the needs of others? Paul’s experience in Malta
illustrates that it is often in our shared suffering where the benefits of true community can be
experienced.

Verse 10 also notes that they "put on board whatever we needed." This, too, is a powerful
reflection on the importance of provision—not just materially but spiritually, emotionally, and
relationally. The Malta natives sensed Paul’s needs and did not wait for him to ask for more.
They simply fulfilled what they knew would be needed for his upcoming journey. Here we find
another valuable lesson: look around and anticipate the needs of those around us and then act
selflessly without waiting for requests. Does this not embody the teaching of Christ, who
instructed us to love one another as He loves us.

Each day, we encounter people who may be shipwrecked by their own storms. How
might we honor them, church? Are we showing the love of Christ in everything we do?
Comforting words, lending a hand, or being present to someone in despair. How are we utilizing
our time, our finances, our attention, our spiritual gifts? The answer should reveal how we can
further live out this Christ-like principle each day.



To honor others as the Maltese honored Paul and his companions means to see them through the
eyes of Christ. In doing so, we cultivate communities characterized by care, provision, and grace
rather than self-interest and division. This is a testimony to the Gospel we profess and to the God
we serve, who continues to shower us with grace upon grace. So let us go forth, armed with the
Spirit, to honor others as we have been honored, giving generously to meet the needs around us.

Acts 28:10 serves as a reminder that even if we are in turmoil, God will provide people
who reflect His love. Are you one of these people? Are we one of these churches? If we are not, I
pray we become such people to others. People filled with gratitude for the grace and provision
we have been honored with, willing to extend those same things to all those around us.



